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Chapter History - Chapter Future

We in the Chicago chapter of ABATE of Illinois enjoy a
long and proud history. Our chapter has seen such high moments
as having a United States Senator address our meeting. We have
had the current Governor of the State of Illinois, the Lt. Governor
of Ilinois, Members of Congress, Members of the lllinois
General Assembly, Aldermen, Judges and a host of other public
officials and candidates too numerous to mention, speak at our
meetings.

We have had many dedicated members who have served as
board members. The individual who founded this chapter - and
in fact was one of the founders of ABATE of lllinois - was
named Dave White. Sometimes referred to as “DogK:iller,” Dave
was a rare person, who was able to move an idea into a reality.
He literally went from bar to bar by himself, recruiting ABATE
members in the city. The first chapter meetings were held in his
basement. Dave passed on due to natural causes 12 years ago,
but in many ways lives on as long as “ABATE of Chicago”
exists.

We have had many members who never held chapter office,
but poured beer at parties, helped with the cooking, or
volunteered with our campaign work. Many have come and
gone, but they are the real heroes of this organization. People
who received little, if any credit, yet we could not have survived
without their efforts.

Our “Spring Fling” and “Chili Party” have become
mainstays on the calendars of many Chicago bikers. The annual
“DogK:iller Run” has begun to take on a life of its own.

While it is great for our organization to have a storied
history, it is more important to have a future. When Dave first
started “ABATE of Chicago” internet access was not available to
the general public. Cell phones (and dare it be said, texting)
were not in common use. To date us even more, Ronald Regan
was president and Jim Thompson was governor. The mandatory
seat belt law had only been recently enacted in Illinois.

A child entering grade school at the time of our chapter
founding would be in his or her mid-twenties today. It was a
different era, and a new generation has come of age — whether
we care to admit it or not. The question that must be asked as we
enter the 11™ hour of this decade is, are we still relevant to the
street biker in this city? Have we, or can we, adapt to the
changing world of grassroots activism?

An interesting observation was made recently by DuPage
County States Attorney, Joe Birkett. He made a statement
outlining problems that the political party he is affiliated with is
having. Mr. Birkett laments the fact that they are becoming the
Oldsmobile of politics and goes on to say, “We must do a better
job mastering the new technologies of grass roots politics - the
internet, social networking, and online fundraising. We must do
a better job connecting with young voters and with other groups
that are gravitating away from us, such as Latinos. We have
good ideas and approaches to policy, but we must do a better job
of explaining them....”

If we would replace the words “young voters” with young
riders, would his quote apply to us as well? This is not to say
that we are doing a bad job. Our chapter president and our
chapter officers are doing excellent work and have the full

support of this writer. It does ask a larger question however, that
applies to not only to us, but to our state organization and in fact
our movement nationally. As the calendar turns to a new year
we need to take a good look at ourselves.

On November 4, 2008 we saw a fellow resident of our city
ascend to the highest office in the land. His campaign theme was
that “change can happen”. On that day it did. We are not
exempt from the changes that are unfolding on the political or
cultural landscape in this country. Our success or failure in the
coming years will be whether we can ride those waves of change,
or will we be swept-up and dragged under by them.

Michael “Boz” Kerr
Past Chicago Chapter President

News & Notes

= The AMA will celebrate its 85th anniversary year in
2009 with a number of activities and events, culminating with
AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days, July 24-26, at the Mid-Ohio
Sports Car Course in Lexington, Ohio.

= Harley-Davidson and Buell will once again be presenting
sponsors of the 2009 AMA International Women &
Motorcycling Conference in Keystone, Colorado. The AMA
reports that it has seen an increase in attendance at the Women
and Motorcycling Conference over the years, and anticipates that
it will double at the 2009 event with more than 2,200
participants. The conference will have workshops and an
opportunity to test-ride new bikes, shop for gear and attend a
number of events.

= New York City, N.Y: The City Council has once again
delayed final approval of a bill that would require motorcycles,
and no other motor vehicles, to have stock exhaust systems. The
AMA expressed disappointment that the measure languished in
the Council for two years and then, in a surprise move, was
revived just a week before the scheduled final vote, before once
again being delayed. If passed, motorcyclists caught without an
EPA-stamped exhaust system would face fines of up to $1,000
for a first offense and temporary forfeiture of the motorcycle
until the fine is paid. A second offense would result in a fine of
up to $2,500 and permanent forfeiture of the motorcycle. AMA
staff recently spoke with the council’s Policy staff to reinforce
rider concerns and to explore alternatives to the measure. To see
the full text of the measure, go to http://tinyurl.com/6mo2yo.

=  Knoxville, Tenn: American Honda recently announced
that it has cancelled the 2009 Honda Hoot motorcycle rally. This
June would have marked the 16th annual Honda Hoot, which
moved to Knoxville from Asheville, North Carolina, in 2001.
Honda cited the current economic crunch for its decision to
cancel the annual motorcycle rally, which has attracted over
15,000 motorcycle enthusiasts to the event in recent years, and an
estimated quarter of a million visitors during the past 15 years.
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= Motorists' changing habits spur call for gas tax increases
to pay for construction, public transportation and other programs.
With motorists driving less and increased fuel efficiency among
many newer vehicles, fuel taxes are not raising enough revenue
to keep pace according to a new report. As a result a federal
commission that oversees financing for transportation is talking
about increasing the federal fuel tax rate by up to 50 percent
unless the government can devise other ways to raise these funds.

The National Commission on Surface Transportation Infra-
structure Financing is the second group to call for increasing the
current 18.4 cents per gallon federal tax on gasoline and the 24.4
cents per gallon tax on diesel. The commission will also
recommend that states raise their individual fuel taxes and make
greater use of tolls and other fees for rush hour drivers.
According to the draft of the financing commission's recom-
mendations, the nation needs to move to a new system that taxes
motorists according to how much they use roads.

A study by the Transportation Research Board of the
National Academies estimated that the annual gap between
revenues and the investment needed to improve highway and
transit systems was about $105 billion in 2007, and will increase
to $134 billion in 2017 under current trends.

=  Motorcycle Satisfaction Jumps to New High. A recent
survey suggests that if you rode a motorcycle in 2008, chances
are you loved the experience. The J.D. Power and Associates'
2008 Motorcycle Competitive Information Study shows overall
satisfaction with the motorcycle ownership experience has
increased for a sixth consecutive year to a record-high level.
Overall motorcycle ownership satisfaction averaged 814 points
on a 1,000-point scale in 2008, up 5 points from 2007. Now in
its 11th year, the study measures owner satisfaction with new
motorcycles by examining five major components of the overall
ownership experience: product, quality, and cost of ownership,
sales and service. The study also found that the industry
continues to struggle with attracting younger, first-time
motorcycle buyers.

=  Number of Women Riders is up. Preliminary data
collected by the ongoing 2008 Motorcycle Industry Council
Owner Survey suggests that a greater percentage of women are
taking to two-wheeling. Through the first three quarters of 2008,
the survey found a 29 percent increase in the percentage of
female owners, compared to 2003. That last survey found that
9.6 percent of owners were women. Over the first nine months of
2008, the number had grown to 12.4 percent. See Source:
http://www.womenridersnow.com/

Now For Some Funnies
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ADVANCE TICKETS AVAILABLE AT HARLEM & ADDISON TIRE AND AUTO 7200 W. ADDISON
SEE ANDY FOR MORE INFO OR CALL (773) 206-1956 OR (773) 589-1151

ABATE. N
CHICAGO CIAFTIoR

PROUDLY PRESENTS OUR 22ND ANNUAL

Chili Cookoff

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 07, 2009
6:30PM to ??? TBA

Back again this year by popular demand,
Our 4TH annual Jalapeno eating Contest
Prizes include a Trophy and $100.00
Can you take the heat, LETS SEE HOW MANY
YOU CAN EAT

/JU/E MNR\®

i wid VIR N\
ALL Chili Cookoff Contestants
get in FREE with their FULL

POT of Chili m.n em'
Conl':estants, please bring your COQKED chili in an " []!ji]lﬁ F!ﬁiZ'E'

electric crock pot covered with plastic wrap. DO NOT
bring the glass cover. Please bring your chili PRE-
HEATED. )
Serving spoons will be provided. Q‘ ) S
S\ LA R N\ N
Tickets are $10.00 in ADVANCE, $15.00 at the door. Children 12 and under FREE 13-17 $5.00 at the
door For further info please call our HOTLINE...312-661-9171 or visit us at
www.CHICAGOABATE.com

JUDGING BEGINS at 7:30PM SHARP!
The VFW Hall is located on the Northwest corner of Canfield & Higgins, Just off the Kennedy Expressway— West
of Harlem and East of Cumberland.
Less than 10 MINUTES FROM THE INTERNATIONAL MOTORCYCLE SHOW IN ROSEMONT

ADVANCE TICKETS AVAILABLE AT HARLEM & ADDISON TIRE AND AUTO 7200 W, ADDISON
SEE ANDY FOR MORE INFO OR CALL (773) 206-1956 OR (773) 589-1151
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Meetings for 2009

DATE DAY EVENTS
Chicago Board Meeting, Mont Clare-Leyden VFW Hall, 6940 W. Diversey, Chicago, IL
Jan. 7 Wed. @ 7:30 pm
Jan. 21 Wed Chicago Membership Meeting, Park Ridge VFW Hall, 10 W. Higgins (Canfield &
' ' Higgins), Park Ridge, IL @ 8:00 pm.
Feb 4 Wed. éh;f:gggnl?oard Meeting, Mont Clare-Leyden VFW Hall, 6940 W. Diversey, Chicago, IL
Feb. 7 Sat Chili Cook-Off, Park Ridge VFW Hall, 10 W. Higgins (Canfield & Higgins) 6:30 pm to
' ' TBA. Get in FREE with a Full Pot of Chili, see Flyer. Adv. Tickets $10, at the door $15.
Feb 18 Wed Chicago Membership Meeting, Park Ridge VFW Hall, 10 W. Higgins (Canfield &
' ' Higgins), Park Ridge, IL @ 8:00 pm.
Mar. 4 Wed. éh;f:gggnl?oard Meeting, Mont Clare-Leyden VFW Hall, 6940 W. Diversey, Chicago, IL
Mar. 18 Wed Chicago Membership Meeting, Park Ridge VFW Hall, 10 W. Higgins (Canfield &
' ' Higgins), Park Ridge, IL @ 8:00 pm.
Apr. 1 Wed. C@th;(_:?ggn?oard Meeting, Mont Clare-Leyden VFW Hall, 6940 W. Diversey, Chicago, IL
Aor. 15 Wed Chicago Membership Meeting, Park Ridge VFW Hall, 10 W. Higgins (Canfield &
pr- ' Higgins), Park Ridge, IL @ 8:00 pm.
EAR T T 2 o v o o o o
ABATE of ILLINOIS
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION — CHICAGO CHAPTER
(MUST BE 18 TO JOIN)
Date:
New Member: (1) (2) Renewal: (1) (2) Membership #: (1) (2)
Original Date Joined: (If Renewal) (1) 2 Chapter Preference:
Name: (1) 2
Address: City: State: Zip:
Phone: (Home) (Work) Email: (2)
County: Congressional Dist.: Senatorial Dist: Rep. Dist.:
Date of Birth: (1) (2) Occupation: (1) (2)

Registered Voter: (1) (2) Completed MSF Course: (1) (2) Where did you hear about ABATE?

I understand that ABATE of Illinois cannot assume responsibility for any aspect of my safety and that | participate in any sanctioned
event, | do so voluntarily on my own assessment of my ability, assuming all risk; I release and hold ABATE harmless for any injury or
loss to my personal property which may result there from. | understand this means that | agree not to sue ABATE for any injury
resulting to myself or my property at any event. | agree to comply with the Bylaws of ABATE of Illinois.

Signature(s): (1) 2

MEMBERSHIP & RENEWAL FEES

() $25.00 Per Year —Single () $45.00 Per Year — Couple
MONEY SAVER SPECIAL: () $100.00 For5 Years—Single ( ) $180.00 For 5 Years - Couple
ABATE-PAC: () Add $1.00 per year to above dues amount to support legislative contributions.
($2.00 of each member’s dues is allocated to lobbying expense and $1.00 is donated to the Motorcycle Rider’s Foundation, MRF)

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE & MAIL TO: ABATE of Chicago, P.O. Box 41307, Chicago, IL 60641-0307





